
The Monkey’s Paw 

Teachers Teachers: Copy and adapt the virtual background template above to use for your own 
class! Make sure to replace the Bitmoji with your own!

CONTENT AREA: Language Arts


 Language Arts TEKS 


Grade Level:  7-9


https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1akBDR4auOdC-omZ-UFxTlF0POwe7JX_Dq8v25R7vYws/template/preview
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20PawTEKS.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20PawTEKS.pdf
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OBJECTIVES 
Objective 1: Students will identify the themes of "The Monkey's Paw" using textual evidence as support.


Objective 2:  Students will use newly acquired vocabulary to understand the author's word choice and gain deeper 
insight into the meaning of the text.


Objective 3:  Students will make inferences and predictions based on information in the text.


Objective 4:  Students will use knowledge of theme, foreshadowing, and irony to develop a short story related to "The 
Monkey's Paw."


Downloads: 


Option A: "The Monkey's Paw" (edited version, grade 5-7 reading level) 


Word Doc, Google Doc, PDF


Option B: "The Monkey's Paw" (original version, grade 8-12 reading level) 


Word Doc, Google Doc, PDF


Link:


Full text with annotations from CommonLit. Unfamiliar words are clickable. (Common Lit link in Virtual Classroom)


https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%205-7.doc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QX3glrE2NLvCcqz1pLLtsMJZ42mB27ng/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%208-12.doc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UcXcDBIcJfSakX_YZCcnqX17dEzwMsX7/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%208-12.pdf
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-monkey-s-paw
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%205-7.doc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QX3glrE2NLvCcqz1pLLtsMJZ42mB27ng/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%208-12.doc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UcXcDBIcJfSakX_YZCcnqX17dEzwMsX7/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20grade%208-12.pdf
https://www.commonlit.org/en/texts/the-monkey-s-paw


INTRODUCTION 
Small-Group Activity: Activate Prior Knowledge


 

https://youtu.be/LrRaAVxz_q0

Alternative Digital Activity:  Flipgrid Response 

https://youtu.be/R5PHpgsnngc

Videos are moderated before being published. After 
being published, they are available for public 
viewing.  Feedback, likes, etc. have been turned off.


If you have your own free Flipgrid account, click 
here to access the topic and copy it to your own 
grid. You can create your free account here. 


Discussion: If you had three wishes what would 
they be (wishing for more wishes doesn't count!)?


https://flipgrid.com/bd8c13ef
https://signup.flipgrid.com/from/Linda
https://signup.flipgrid.com/from/Linda
https://flipgrid.com/bd8c13ef


BACKGROUND ACTIVITIES 
 



 

https://spark.adobe.com/page/Us2giPGrIlYKn/

https://www.timetoast.com/timelines/inventions-between-1865-
and-1920--2

Display and discuss the presentation to ensure 
students have the facts they need in order to fully 
understand some of the details in the story. 

Display and discuss the timeline of historic inventions 
and discuss what life must have been like in the early 
1900s when the story is thought to have taken place.

Background Activity 3: Individual or paired Activity
What is the difference between and pound and a dollar? 
How much was a pound worth in 1900?  Assign 
students to complete the Conversion Riddle to find out 
how much 200 pounds would be worth today. 


Create a copy of the activity for your own Google Drive 
in order to capture student answers.


Also available as PDF


Answer Key

Background Activity 1: Presentation 

Background Activity 2: Historic Timeline

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceXVLY1N8Qb0hcaYICRmy8qLcZnEmMkuMHJq84NXS6EBL-VA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tEAqmvNUDzexae_r2r1b9LHbbRb8LA-D6IlfPkeuFqI/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Conversion%20Riddle%20Questions.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Conversion%20Riddle%20Answer%20Key.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSceXVLY1N8Qb0hcaYICRmy8qLcZnEmMkuMHJq84NXS6EBL-VA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1tEAqmvNUDzexae_r2r1b9LHbbRb8LA-D6IlfPkeuFqI/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Conversion%20Riddle%20Questions.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Conversion%20Riddle%20Answer%20Key.pdf


VOCABULARY 






 

Vocabulary Videos

Students watch the ASL videos and make a list of 
signs they didn't know before watching.


Using Flipgrid, students create a video to teach 
other students at least three of the vocabulary 
words they learned. (You may want to assign the 
words, so there is no repetition.)

Vocabulary Videos

Classroom Word Wall

Vocabulary words ready to print, cut out, and use for your 
classroom word wall.


Option A (grade 5-7 reading level):


Word Doc, PDF, Google Doc


Option B (grade 8-12 reading level): 


Word Doc, PDF, Google Doc

Students drag and drop words to "Know," "Don't 
Know," and "Sort of Know."  Students use the wall 
throughout the lesson to keep track of the new words 
they learn.


Words are situated at the bottom or sides of the slide.


Option A (grade 5-7 reading level)


Option B  (grade 8-12 reading level) 


Virtual Word Wall

https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20A%205-7%20words.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20A%205-7%20words.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17BhAobaTICGT5yZBg8leGr-tMLMGZvOvsxZwrVUXG2M/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20B%208-12%20words.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20B%208-12%20words.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rRE6at1Y_PmpZKZhrYgLcHjcFoqBIPWBkzFZZ0wEIX4/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20A%205-7%20words.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20A%205-7%20words.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17BhAobaTICGT5yZBg8leGr-tMLMGZvOvsxZwrVUXG2M/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20B%208-12%20words.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Option%20B%208-12%20words.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rRE6at1Y_PmpZKZhrYgLcHjcFoqBIPWBkzFZZ0wEIX4/copy
http://www.flipgrid.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhbEjnwOPpyIX_86CpiEmEyzigHaxfgrq
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JwAzJdH3NKpBbWHkNjTvVFX713vdMCal6dpeHENye2Q/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/130hVqphraVX3rxifXxjc8iXZYWzQTaZovOTKFp6YlHs/copy
http://www.flipgrid.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLhbEjnwOPpyIX_86CpiEmEyzigHaxfgrq
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1JwAzJdH3NKpBbWHkNjTvVFX713vdMCal6dpeHENye2Q/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/130hVqphraVX3rxifXxjc8iXZYWzQTaZovOTKFp6YlHs/copy


  Quizlet

Collection of flashcards, quizzes, and matching 
games for "The Monkey's Paw.”


Option A (grade 5-7 reading level). 


Option B (grade 8-12 reading level)


Option A (grade 5-7 reading level):


Crossword puzzle


Word Search


Option B (grade 8-12 reading level):


Crossword puzzle


Word Search 

Crossword and Word Search

https://quizlet.com/_8lhqot?x=1qqt&i=2cyk7o
https://quizlet.com/_83cby6?x=1qqt&i=2cyk7o
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Criss%20Cross%20Puzzle%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Word%20Search%20Puzzle%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The_Monkeys_Paw%20cw.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The_Monkeys_Paw.pdf
https://quizlet.com/_8lhqot?x=1qqt&i=2cyk7o
https://quizlet.com/_83cby6?x=1qqt&i=2cyk7o
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Criss%20Cross%20Puzzle%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Word%20Search%20Puzzle%205-7.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The_Monkeys_Paw%20cw.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The_Monkeys_Paw.pdf


ASL STORYTELLING: "THE 
MONKEY'S PAW" 

 
 

 

 Story Introduction 

https://youtu.be/VdSKC8KhrCI

"The Monkey's Paw" Signed by Bobbie Beth Scoggin



READING ACTIVITIES 

 
 

Pre-Reading Guide: Small Group Activity
Help students prepare to read "The Monkey's Paw" with this group activity. 
Word Doc / PDF / Fillable PDF / Google Doc


Or to use this worksheet as a Google Form, click here to create a copy for your Google Drive.  
(Note:  Once saved, it will appear as a Google Sheet.  Click on the  "Form" menu, and click “Edit Form.”)


Guided Reading: Whole Group Activity
Ensure student understanding with these discussion questions during the reading of "The Monkey's Paw." Word 
Doc / PDF / Google Doc 


Critical Thinking Questions: Individual Activity
Help students exercise their critical thinking skills with these questions about "The Monkey's Paw." Word 
Doc / PDF / Fillable PDF  / Google Doc 


https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20prereading%20worksheet.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20pre_reading%20worksheet.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20pre_reading%20worksheet%20fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vsirn-r1ahsw4tTOCrjX8ZbLIhaZ0pYr/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SCjeFUnzL_1bnq45wBACqbbffUg7Enn1kq9ZTYeDlKg/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20reading%20guide.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20reading%20guide.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20Guided%20Reading.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W24H49Tt88-tu643mscnDlK8nL_3Zk2-/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions%20fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pququ0ttTnQrEPbSxOvlg7PbNNDkvhGXLfPf9m66yFU/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20prereading%20worksheet.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20pre_reading%20worksheet.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20pre_reading%20worksheet%20fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Vsirn-r1ahsw4tTOCrjX8ZbLIhaZ0pYr/copy
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1SCjeFUnzL_1bnq45wBACqbbffUg7Enn1kq9ZTYeDlKg/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20reading%20guide.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20reading%20guide.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20Guided%20Reading.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1W24H49Tt88-tu643mscnDlK8nL_3Zk2-/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Critical%20Thinking%20Questions%20fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pququ0ttTnQrEPbSxOvlg7PbNNDkvhGXLfPf9m66yFU/copy


WRITING ACTIVITIES  
Is the Paw Cursed? Prove It!
In the short story "The Monkey's Paw," the author provides ample evidence that the paw may be cursed. You will write a 
paragraph using textual evidence to prove the paw is cursed. First, identify three pieces of evidence (direct quotes from the 
story). After identifying the evidence, explain how each piece of evidence proves that the monkey's paw is cursed. The 
paragraph must follow the guidelines below:


• Indent the paragraph.


• Include the story title and topic in the topic sentence.


• Include three "evidence" sentences.


• An explanation sentence must follow each of the evidence sentences.


• Concluding sentence must include the topic of the paragraph and story title. 


• Eight sentence minimum.


The following guide will help students collect evidence to write their paragraphs.


Word Doc / PDF / Fillable PDF / Google Doc 


Foreshadowing
Teachers might find it helpful to refer to this version of The Monkey's Paw with highlighted passages showing foreshadowing 
and irony.


Foreshadowing: An Introduction 




Foreshadowing in "The Monkey's Paw" 

Use the worksheet to find examples of foreshadowing and to explain those selections. Word Doc / PDF / Fillable 
PDF / Google Doc

https://youtu.be/4jPF9ugDKko

https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed_.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed%20fillable2a.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gKVpyedSZMYl5oBkD2Ky3sidxmm-OdbMQY7X334L-08/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20irony%20and%20foreshadowing.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing%20Fillable.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing%20Fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-LGvHWdqXoY1dn0f-1IjUGRdrQbz214O/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed_.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Is%20the%20Paw%20Cursed%20fillable2a.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gKVpyedSZMYl5oBkD2Ky3sidxmm-OdbMQY7X334L-08/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/TheMonkeys%20Paw%20irony%20and%20foreshadowing.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing%20Fillable.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Foreshadowing%20Fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-LGvHWdqXoY1dn0f-1IjUGRdrQbz214O/copy


Irony
Verbal, Situational and Dramatic Irony PowerPoint


Teaching Irony PowerPoint 

Irony Practice 
Choose whether the example Is Verbal, Dramatic, or Situational irony.


 Word Doc / PDF / Fillable PDF / Google Doc 

Irony in The Monkey's Paw 
Use the worksheet to find examples of irony and explain those examples.


  Word Doc / PDF / Fillable PDF / Google Doc 
 
 
 

https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/irony%20powerpoint.ppt
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Irony%20Practice%20.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Irony%20Practice%20.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Irony%20Practice%20Fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oF5RFbaXNlQ0fXouvLpLew3HWqXs6uD6/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/irony.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/irony.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/irony%20Fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1JQRCKnbHlqbeVw5gpAUMUgWmZYtYJvlA2_7Q9pLYbHM/copy


INSERT LEARNING ACTIVITY 
Insert Learning is a Google extension that allows teachers to annotate web pages with notes, highlighting, and questions. 
The short video below shows how students can interact with a "The Monkey's Paw" web page on commonlit.org.


By signing up for a free account, teachers can "insert learning," assign it to their students and capture the learning on the 
back end.  You can monitor student responses in real-time and respond to students who need help the most. 


If you already have the Google extension, you and your students can see the annotations that have been added to the text 
of "The Monkey's Paw" by clicking here.  The page includes explanations of the text, open-ended questions, multiple-
choice questions, a Google map showing India and England, and even a Flipgrid response at the end. 


Sign up for a free account and access the Google extension by clicking here.


http://commonlit.org
https://insertlearning.com/v1/share/j1srjjsm
https://insertlearning.com/


THEME 
How to Find the Theme of the Story


 

https://youtu.be/k8muSkXjPHE

Teaching Theme with Stone Soup

Access Stone Soup in ASL (featuring storyteller Lisa Cochran) or read it here online.


Resources:


• A short lesson on recognizing themes. Word Doc, PDF, Google Doc


• A worksheet to organize themes and supporting text. Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


The Theme of "The Monkey's Paw" 

Use the same handouts above to determine the theme of "The Monkey's Paw."


Examples of themes:


• Be careful what you wish for, you just might get it.


• Be satisfied with what you have, because greed can lead to tragic consequences.


• Don't interfere with fate, or tragedy may occur.


• You also might be interested in this free resource from Dominic Carrozino: "The Monkey's Paw": Determining Theme

https://www.texasdeafed.org/Page/1043
http://www.watertigertaichi.com/PDF/Stone_Soup.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Teaching%20Theme%20with%20Stone%20Soup.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Teaching%20Theme%20with%20Stone%20Soup.docx.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uyaMAY2_HfofsF780M_DiBV3xqsXja71/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Writing%20and%20Supporting%20Theme%20Statements.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Writing%20and%20Supporting%20Theme%20Statements.docx.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Writing%20and%20Supporting%20Theme%20Statements%20Fillable.pdf
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CULMINATING ACTIVITY: 
CREATIVE WRITING PROJECT 

Introduction





https://youtu.be/k1UxmP5y364

https://youtu.be/BaPR0y89s6Y

Display and discuss the video.  Brainstorm with 
students together to generate different story ideas. 


Understanding the rise and fall of the story arc is 
important to all story-writing.  Use the video to 
explain and discuss.


The Story Arc Practice 

Use the worksheet below to discuss (in groups or as 
a class) the story arc of "The Monkey's Paw."


Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc

The Story Arc

How to Make Your Writing Suspenseful Key points for discussion:


1. Tell the story from the characters’ point of view.  


2. Choose the right setting like castles and spooky 
forests. 


3. Use imagery to paint a picture of your story. 


4. Use style to create tension like short sentences when 
you want to show something is happening fast. 


5. Use dramatic irony by revealing key parts of the secret 
to the audience, but not to the characters.


6. You might want to use a cliffhanger, but some think 
this is a quick and easy trick.

https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/plot%20structure.docx
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/158TedMr8GrmrXlpsJQsFkcREuHNsNW5HtTRc7hieXF8/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/plot%20structure.docx
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/158TedMr8GrmrXlpsJQsFkcREuHNsNW5HtTRc7hieXF8/copy


PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Creative Writing Project Instructions
You can also access directions as  
Word doc, PDF, Google Doc


Rubric
This Rubric is used to grade the final project.


Student Directions:
Choose one of the following prompts for your assignment. You may not write less than one page or more than three pages.


• Plan your story first by brainstorming your ideas.


• Your story should have an exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. Use the plot structure 
diagram to map out your story.


• Remember to describe your characters and use dialogue to carry your story through. Use the character map handout 
to plan each of your major characters.


1. Offshoot: Write your own humorous or scary story using the “three wishes” topic.  Your character may or may not 
“wish for something sensible” and could end up “spend[ing] the last wish undoing the work of the other two.” You 
must decide your character’s fate!  Be sure to include strong instances of foreshadowing and irony. Be sure that the 
theme is clear to the reader.   


2. Alternate Ending: Write an alternate, more conclusive ending to “The Monkey’s Paw.”  At the end of “The Monkey’s 
Paw,” Jacobs leaves the reader hanging.  What was Mr. White’s third wish?   What happens to Herbert White?  You 
can answer all of these questions and more!  Be sure to include strong instances of foreshadowing and irony (which 
may tie back to the original story). Be sure that the theme is clear to the reader.   


3. Prequel: Tell the story of what happened to Sergeant-Major Morris, or tell the story of the first owner of the paw. Be 
sure to include strong instances of foreshadowing and irony.  Be sure that the theme is clear to the reader.   


Brainstorming
Students use the worksheet to brainstorm their ideas.  
Brainstorming Worksheet: Word doc, pdf, fillable pdf, Google doc


Plan Your Story
Students use the worksheet to plan their story. 
Planning Your Story: Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Creative%20Writing%20Assignment.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Creative%20Writing%20Assignment.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ZhZeqp7g96pdha05G7xbioa4viNKa70uHloAWsW2KXc/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/The%20Monkeys%20Paw%20rubric.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/creative%20writing%20brainstorming.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/creative%20writing%20brainstorming.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/creative%20writing%20brainstorming%20fillable%20pdf.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/creative%20writing%20brainstorming%20fillable%20worksheet.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WBGM5oAeov0x4lCx26T3M1G12YwJp1C_tXuBnvg6d20/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/creative%20writing%20planning.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/planning%20your%20story.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/planning%20your%20story%20fillable%20pdf.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h6spzdV6tSpNRwuW-wnjMaM6tosiG3ZFoqlJlHtNpz8/copy


Characters
Students use the character map worksheet to help clarify their characters' traits. 
Character map worksheet:  Word doc, pdf, fillable pdf, Google Doc


Plot Structure
Students use the worksheet to map their story's plot structure. 
Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


Sometimes a visual "outline" is easier for students to create before writing, and storyboards are great for this.  Access the 
storyboard template below.


PDF Storyboard


For online options, try Canva and Plot.


First draft

"Short stories are meant to be consumed in a single sitting, so it makes sense to write them in one."


~ TheWritePractice.com, Sarah Gribble


The following key points are a good place to start your discussion about writing a first draft.  But in the end, there is no way 
to write a first draft other than to sit down and write it!


Writing their First Draft: Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


More tips from Sarah Gribble:


Elements of a Good Short Story:  

1. Start with action: Get the story moving.


2. Show, don’t tell: Describe the action and let the characters speak for themselves.


3. Good pacing: Good short stories flow well from one scene to the next and none of those scenes are unnecessary.


4. Build up to your climax: Every single word in a short story needs to drive the reader to the climax. Move toward that 
climax efficiently. If there’s something that doesn’t serve this purpose, chop it. And make sure your climax is in there!


5. Satisfying resolution: Your ending must wrap up your story. It needs to be clear, there can be a twist or surprise (but 
make sure that surprise isn’t coming out of nowhere), and there needs to be a change from the way things were in the 
beginning.


Common Short Story Mistakes:  

1. Overcomplicated plot: Keep it simple. 


2. Too much backstory: Only tell us what we need to know when we need to know it. 


3. Bad dialogue: When your characters "talk," make it meaningful. 


4. Head-hopping: Stay in one point of view. 


5. Abrupt ending: The climax is not the ending! Take us all the way through.


6. Abrupt ending: The climax is not the ending! Take us all the way through. 
 

https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/character%20map.docx
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XkAORj0vI8fz2P2PWmo-jzw7PRWAXQCxoF1h-jrfuqI/copy
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/plot%20structure2.docx
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https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/First%20Draft.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/First%20Draft%20Fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1bJDf62Tvkqk6snNg01bsBO__r5eOGrZC3-9uWsFQPIU/copy
https://thewritepractice.com/how-to-publish-a-short-story-first-draft/


Editing 
Students edit their first draft for mechanics, grammar, and style.


There are several online checkers students can copy and paste their drafts to check for mechanics and grammar (not 
always style). LanguageTool.org and Scribens.com are two of them. 


Grammarly is a powerful checker and offers a Chrome extension.


Teachers Pay Teachers offers several checklists free to download. 

Peer Editing 
 
After editing their first draft, students pair off and switch stories to peer edit.


Alternatively, students can ask a family member or friend to read and respond.


Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


Peer editing questions:


1. Does the first paragraph inspire you to read the story?


2. Are the characters believable?


3. Is there information that didn’t add to the story or was just “extra”?


4. Does the story have an interesting climax?


5. Did the writer build toward the climax or does it “just happen”?


6. Is the ending interesting/unexpected?


7. Was there anything confusing about the story? What needs to be added or cleared up?


Title
According to Writing-World.com, a story's title:


• Should not be dull,


• Should be easy to remember,


• Should be appropriate.


Students can read the full article for help with writing their titles.


While name generators probably won't write the title for them, they can be a fun way to spur the imagination.  Students can 
try out WritingExercises.co and GeneratorLand.com for two title generators made specifically for horror writing.


Benchmark Writer's Workshop has a short mini-lesson on title writing.


Final Draft 
Students write their final drafts to turn in.  
Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc


 

 

https://languagetool.org/
https://www.scribens.com/
https://grammarly.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Browse/Search:editing%20checklist/Price-Range/Free/Grade-Level/Seventh,Eighth,Ninth
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Peer%20Editing.docx
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/Peer%20Editing2.pdf
https://www.texasdeafed.org/cms/lib/TX50000592/Centricity/Domain/191/peer%20checklist%20fillable.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1aVivdceBVY1C_kNb-e1VzsQHITDUJ1-R/copy
https://www.writing-world.com/fiction/titles.shtml
https://www.writing-world.com/fiction/titles.shtml
https://writingexercises.co.uk/story-title-generator.php
http://www.generatorland.com/glgenerator.aspx?id=62&rlx=y
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Rubric Check
Students answer questions to check each other's final draft of the story against the rubric:


Student check: Word Doc, PDF, Fillable PDF, Google Doc, Google Form


 
Publishing 
When students know that their audience will judge them not on being able to complete an assignment, but on being able 
to affect the reader, suddenly, the stakes are higher. 


When teachers publish their students' stories, they're giving those stories a world audience. There are several ways 
teachers can provide that experience to their students.


Note: When you decide on a format and want to include a wider audience, please consider sending us a link and we will 
share stories here as examples of student work.


There are many different ways to publish student work.  The following are a few examples: 

Teacher website or blog: You already have an audience.  Create a space for your students.


Student website or blog: If your school allows this, creating a space for themselves empowers students to publish their 
best.


Flipgrid allows students to tell their stories in a video format.


Sites like Canva and Adobe Spark allow students to illustrate and share their writing.


BookCreator free account allows students to create, post, and share their stories in book form. The free account is limited 
to one book and is available online or as an app. 


Commaful is a favorite of many writers, where they can get their stories read and sometimes reviewed with constructive 
feedback.  Policies are strict about bullying, and reviews of the site call it "a friendly, encouraging writing community." Best 
of all, students can publish their stories (in multimedia format) without having to log on or create an account.


Storybird is a beautiful website where students can publish their stories with art chosen from the site.  It is not free, but 
teachers can sign up for a 7-day free trial and are able to create a single class of 40 students.  More information below:


• Free trial users enjoy unlimited access to write stories in multiple formats. Write picture books, comics, long-form 
stories, flash fiction, and poetry. You will still have access to your existing stories and be able to edit them even after 
your free trial ends. 


• Free trial users will have 1 free PDF download that you may use to save your story as a digital PDF book or as a 
printable craft book.  


• Free trial teachers will be able to create and manage a single class of 40 students. Invited students will also receive a 
seven day free trial on the website when signing up for a new account. 
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EXTENSION ACTIVITIES 
Character text messages:  Have students create conversations between the characters at http://iphonefaketext.com/. 
  
Fate or Coincidence Debate:  Students debate whether things happen in life because of fate or coincidence and use 
examples from their own lives to support their beliefs.  Here is a great lesson plan for this activity.


Have students find another of W.W. Jacobs' short stories, read it, and write a brief analysis comparing and contrasting it 
to The Monkey's Paw. 

Watch "The Monkey’s Paw" Reenactment. Students will write a comparative analysis in which they discuss the similarities 
and differences that exist in how the film and text develop the tone, events in the plot, complex characters, and setting.  
Students should take a position in their responses about how the film causes them to interpret the actual events in the 
short story. 

The Monkey's Paw Escape Room Use your knowledge of the story to escape the room before the 45 minutes have 
elapsed. 

Watch an adaptation. This is not a full list, as there are several adaptions that appear even in sitcoms (like Gilligan's Island) 
that are not listed, but it's a good start. 

Research Monkeys in India:  Use this website  and this news article to research monkeys common to India. Then, answer 
the questions in this Google Doc.   

More Activities and Ideas  
For more ideas on The Monkey's Paw activities, including writing tie-ins, bulletin board ideas, art projects and more, visit 
our Monkey's Paw Pinterest board.  

http://iphonefaketext.com/
http://www.pdesas.org/module/content/resources/4713/view.ashx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ugjegclLNhM
https://sites.google.com/view/the-monkeys-paw-escape-room/home
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm0414669/
http://www.walkthroughindia.com/wildlife/13-species-of-monkeys-found-in-the-indian-subcontinent/
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/05/23/world/asia/fed-by-indians-monkeys-overwhelm-delhi.html?_r=0
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1gTcaVLiTFHMFA22LzD9BfgxT2-rF4WcR9Q8m9zGc_f0/copy
https://www.pinterest.com/ercodstaff/the-monkeys-paw/
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THE MONKEY'S PAW (1902) 
from The lady of the barge (1906, 6th ed.) 

London and New York 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers  

by W.W. Jacobs 

WITHOUT, the night was cold and wet, but in the small parlor of Laburnam Villa the blinds were drawn and 
the fire burned brightly. Father and son were at chess, the former, who possessed ideas about the game 
involving radical changes, putting his king into such sharp and unnecessary perils that it even provoked 
comment from the white-haired old lady knitting placidly by the fire.  

  "Hark at the wind," said Mr. White, who, having seen a fatal mistake after it was too late, was amiably 
desirous of preventing his son from seeing it.  

  "I'm listening," said the latter, grimly surveying the board as he stretched out his hand. "Check."  

  "I should hardly think that he'd come to-night," said his father, with his hand poised over the board.  

  "Mate," replied the son.  

  "That's the worst of living so far out," bawled Mr. White, with sudden and unlooked-for violence; "of all 
the beastly, slushy, out-of-the-way places to live in, this is the worst. Pathway's a bog, and the road's a 
torrent. I don't know what people are thinking about. I suppose because only two houses on the road are 
let, they think it doesn't matter."  

  "Never mind, dear," said his wife soothingly; "perhaps you'll win the next one."  

  Mr. White looked up sharply, just in time to intercept a knowing glance between mother and son. The 
words died away on his lips, and he hid a guilty grin in his thin gray beard.  

  "There he is," said Herbert White, as the gate banged to loudly and heavy footsteps came toward the 
door.  

  The old man rose with hospitable haste, and opening the door, was heard condoling with the new arrival. 
The new arrival also condoled with himself, so that Mrs. White said, "Tut, tut!" and coughed gently as her 
husband entered the room, followed by a tall burly man, beady of eye and rubicund of visage.  

  "Sergeant Major Morris," he said, introducing him.  

  The sergeant major shook hands, and taking the proffered seat by the fire, watched contentedly while his 
host got out whisky and tumblers and stood a small copper kettle on the fire.  
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  At the third glass his eyes got brighter, and he began to talk, the little family circle regarding with eager 
interest this visitor from distant parts, as he squared his broad shoulders in the chair and spoke of strange 
scenes and doughty deeds of wars and plagues and strange peoples.  

  "Twenty-one years of it," said Mr. White, nodding at his wife and son. "When he went away he was a 
slip of a youth in the warehouse. Now look at him."  

  "He don't look to have taken much harm," said Mrs. White, politely.  

  "I'd like to go to India myself," said the old man, "just to look round a bit, you know."  

  "Better where you are," said the sergeant major, shaking his head. He put down the empty glass, and 
sighing softly, shook it again.  

  "I should like to see those old temples and fakirs and jugglers," said the old man. "What was that you 
started telling me the other day about a monkey's paw or something, Morris?"  

  "Nothing," said the soldier hastily. "Leastways, nothing worth hearing."  

  "Monkey's paw?" said Mrs. White curiously.  

  "Well, it's just a bit of what you might call magic, perhaps," said the sergeant-major off-handedly.  

  His three listeners leaned forward eagerly. The visitor absentmindedly put his empty glass to his lips and 
then set it down again. His host filled it for him.  

  "To look at," said the sergeant-major, fumbling in his pocket, "it's just an ordinary little paw, dried to a 
mummy."  

  He took something out of his pocket and proffered it. Mrs. White drew back with a grimace, but her son, 
taking it, examined it curiously.  

  "And what is there special about it?" inquired Mr. White, as he took it from his son and, having 
examined it, placed it upon the table.  

  "It had a spell put on it by an old fakir," said the sergeant major, "a very holy man. He wanted to show 
that fate ruled people's lives, and that those who interfered with it did so to their sorrow. He put a spell on 
it so that three separate men could each have three wishes from it."  

  His manner was so impressive that his hearers were conscious that their light laughter jarred somewhat.  

  "Well, why don't you have three, sir?" said Herbert White cleverly.  
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  The soldier regarded him in the way that middle age is wont to regard presumptuous youth. "I have," he 
said quietly, and his blotchy face whitened.  

  "And did you really have the three wishes granted?" asked Mrs. White.  

  "I did," said the sergeant major, and his glass tapped against his strong teeth.  

  "And has anybody else wished?" inquired the old lady.  

  "The first man had his three wishes, yes," was the reply. "I don't know what the first two were, but the 
third was for death. That's how I got the paw."  

  His tones were so grave that a hush fell upon the group.  

  "If you've had your three wishes, it's no good to you now, then, Morris," said the old man at last. "What 
do you keep it for?"  

  The soldier shook his head. "Fancy, I suppose," he said slowly.  

  "If you could have another three wishes," said the old man, eyeing him keenly, "would you have them?"  

  "I don't know," said the other. "I don't know."  

  He took the paw, and dangling it between his front finger and thumb, suddenly threw it upon the fire. 
White, with a slight cry, stooped down and snatched it off.  

  "Better let it burn," said the soldier solemnly.  

  "If you don't want it, Morris," said the old man, "give it to me."  

  "I won't," said his friend doggedly. "I threw it on the fire. If you keep it, don't blame me for what 
happens. Pitch it on the fire again, like a sensible man."  

  The other shook his head and examined his new possession closely. "How do you do it?" he inquired.  

  "Hold it up in your right hand and wish aloud,' said the sergeant-major, "but I warn you of the 
consequences."  

  "Sounds like the Arabian Nights," said Mrs. White, as she rose and began to set the supper. "Don't you 
think you might wish for four pairs of hands for me?"  

  Her husband drew the talisman from his pocket and then all three burst into laughter as the sergeant 
major, with a look of alarm on his face, caught him by the arm.  

  "If you must wish," he said gruffly, "wish for something sensible."  
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  Mr. White dropped it back into his pocket, and placing chairs, motioned his friend to the table. In the 
business of supper, the talisman was partly forgotten, and afterward the three sat listening in an enthralled 
fashion to a second installment of the soldier's adventures in India.  

  "If the tale about the monkey paw is not more truthful than those he has been telling us," said Herbert, as 
the door closed behind their guest, just in time for him to catch the last train, "we shan't make much out of 
it."  

  "Did you give him anything for it, father?" inquired Mrs. White, regarding her husband closely.  

  "A trifle," said he, coloring slightly. "He didn't want it, but I made him take it. And he pressed me again 
to throw it away."  

  "Likely," said Herbert, with pretended horror. "Why, we're going to be rich, and famous, and happy. 
Wish to be an emperor, father, to begin with; then you can't be henpecked."  

  He darted round the table, pursued by the maligned Mrs. White armed with an antimacassar.  

  Mr. White took the paw from his pocket and eyed it dubiously. "I don't know what to wish for, and that's 
a fact," he said slowly. "It seems to me I've got all I want."  

  "If you only cleared the house, you'd be quite happy, wouldn't you?" said Herbert, with his hand on his 
shoulder. "Well, wish for two hundred pounds, then; that'll just do it."  

  His father, smiling shamefacedly at his own credulity, held up the talisman, as his son, with a solemn 
face somewhat marred by a wink at his mother, sat down at the piano and struck a few impressive chords.  

  "I wish for two hundred pounds," said the old man distinctly.  

  A fine crash from the piano greeted the words, interrupted by a shuddering cry from the old man. His 
wife and son ran toward him.  

  "It moved, he cried, with a glance of disgust at the object as it lay on the floor. "As I wished it twisted in 
my hands like a snake."  

  "Well, I don't see the money," said his son, as he picked it up and placed it on the table, "and I bet I 
never shall."  

  "It must have been your fancy, father," said his wife, regarding him anxiously.  

  He shook his head. "Never mind, though; there's no harm done, but it gave me a shock all the same."  
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  They sat down by the fire again while the two men finished their pipes. Outside, the wind was higher 
than ever, and the old man started nervously at the sound of a door banging upstairs. A silence unusual 
and depressing settled upon all three, which lasted until the old couple rose to retire for the night.  

  "I expect you'll find the cash tied up in a big bag in the middle of your bed," said Herbert, as he bade 
them good-night, "and something horrible squatting up on top of the wardrobe watching you as you 
pocket your ill-gotten gains."  

  He sat alone in the darkness, gazing at the dying fire, and seeing faces in it. The last face was so horrible 
and so simian that he gazed at it in amazement. It got so vivid that, with a little uneasy laugh, he felt on 
the table for a glass containing a little water to throw over it. His hand grasped the monkey's paw, and 
with a little shiver he wiped his hand on his coat and went up to bed.  

   

II. 

IN the brightness of the wintry sun next morning as it streamed over the breakfast table Herbert laughed 
at his fears. There was an air of prosaic wholesomeness about the room, which it had lacked on the 
previous night, and the dirty, shriveled little paw was pitched on the sideboard with a carelessness, which 
betokened no great belief in its virtues.  

  "I suppose all old soldiers are the same," said Mrs. White. "The idea of our listening to such nonsense! 
How could wishes be granted in these days? And if they could, how could two hundred pounds hurt you, 
father?"  

  "Might drop on his head from the sky," said the frivolous Herbert.  

  "Morris said the things happened so naturally," said his father, "that you might if you so wished attribute 
it to coincidence."  

  "Well, don't break into the money before I come back," said Herbert, as he rose from the table. "I'm 
afraid it'll turn you into a mean, avaricious man, and we shall have to disown you."  

  His mother laughed, and following him to the door, watched him down the road, and returning to the 
breakfast table, was very happy at the expense of her husband's credulity. All of which did not prevent her 
from scurrying to the door at the postman's knock, nor prevent her from referring somewhat shortly to 
retired sergeant majors of bibulous habits when she found that the post brought a tailor's bill.  

  "Herbert will have some more of his funny remarks, I expect, when he comes home," she said, as they 
sat at dinner.  



 6 

  "I dare say," said Mr. White, pouring himself out some beer; "but for all that, the thing moved in my 
hand; that I'll swear to."  

  "You thought it did," said the old lady soothingly.  

  "I say it did," replied the other. "There was no thought about it; I had just----What's the matter?"  

  His wife made no reply. She was watching the mysterious movements of a man outside, who, peering in 
an undecided fashion at the house, appeared to be trying to make up his mind to enter. In mental 
connection with the two hundred pounds, she noticed that the stranger was well dressed and wore a silk 
hat of glossy newness. Three times he paused at the gate, and then walked on again. The fourth time he 
stood with his hand upon it, and then with sudden resolution flung it open and walked up the path. Mrs. 
White at the same moment placed her hands behind her, and hurriedly unfastening the strings of her apron, 
put that useful article of apparel beneath the cushion of her chair.  

  She brought the stranger, who seemed ill at ease, into the room. He gazed at her furtively, and listened in 
a preoccupied fashion as the old lady apologized for the appearance of the room, and her husband's coat, a 
garment that he usually reserved for the garden. She then waited as patiently as her sex would permit, for 
him to broach his business, but he was at first strangely silent.  

  "I--was asked to call," he said at last, and stooped and picked a piece of cotton from his trousers. "I 
come from Maw and Meggins."  

  The old lady started. "Is anything the matter?" she asked breathlessly. "Has anything happened to 
Herbert? What is it? What is it?"  

  Her husband interposed. "There, there, mother," he said hastily. "Sit down, and don't jump to 
conclusions. You've not brought bad news, I'm sure, sir" and he eyed the other wistfully.  

  "I'm sorry----" began the visitor.  

  "Is he hurt?" demanded the mother.  

  The visitor bowed in assent. "Badly hurt," he said quietly, "but he is not in any pain."  

  "Oh, thank God!" said the old woman, clasping her hands. "Thank God for that! Thank----"  

  She broke off suddenly as the sinister meaning of the assurance dawned upon her and she saw the awful 
confirmation of her fears in the other's averted face. She caught her breath, and turning to her 
slower-witted husband, laid her trembling old hand upon his. There was a long silence.  

  "He was caught in the machinery," said the visitor at length, in a low voice.  

  "Caught in the machinery," repeated Mr. White, in a dazed fashion, "yes."  
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  He sat staring blankly out at the window, and taking his wife's hand between his own, pressed it as he 
had been wont to do in their old courting days nearly forty years before.  

  "He was the only one left to us," he said, turning gently to the visitor. "It is hard."  

  The other coughed, and rising, walked slowly to the window. "The firm wished me to convey their 
sincere sympathy with you in your great loss," he said, without looking round. "I beg that you will 
understand I am only their servant and merely obeying orders."  

  There was no reply; the old woman's face was white, her eyes staring, and her breath inaudible; on the 
husband's face was a look such as his friend the sergeant might have carried into his first action.  

  "I was to say that Maw and Meggins disclaim all responsibility," continued the other. "They admit no 
liability at all, but in consideration of your son's services they wish to present you with a certain sum as 
compensation."  

  Mr. White dropped his wife's hand, and rising to his feet, gazed with a look of horror at his visitor. His 
dry lips shaped the words, "How much?"  

  "Two hundred pounds," was the answer.  

  Unconscious of his wife's shriek, the old man smiled faintly, put out his hands like a sightless man, and 
dropped, a senseless heap, to the floor.  

   

III. 

  IN the huge new cemetery, some two miles distant, the old people buried their dead, and came back to a 
house steeped in shadow and silence. It was all over so quickly that at first they could hardly realize it, 
and remained in a state of expectation as though of something else to happen--something else which was 
to lighten this load, too heavy for old hearts to bear.  

  But the days passed, and expectation gave place to resignation--the hopeless resignation of the old, 
sometimes miscalled, apathy. Sometimes they hardly exchanged a word, for now they had nothing to talk 
about, and their days were long to weariness.  

  It was about a week after that that the old man, waking suddenly in the night, stretched out his hand and 
found himself alone. The room was in darkness, and the sound of subdued weeping came from the 
window. He raised himself in bed and listened.  

  "Come back," he said tenderly. "You will be cold."  
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  "It is colder for my son," said the old woman, and wept afresh.  

  The sound of her sobs died away on his ears. The bed was warm, and his eyes heavy with sleep. He 
dozed fitfully, and then slept until a sudden wild cry from his wife awoke him with a start.  

  "The paw!" she cried wildly. "The monkey's paw!"  

  He started up in alarm. "Where? Where is it? What's the matter?"  

  She came stumbling across the room toward him. "I want it," she said quietly. "You've not destroyed it?"  

  "It's in the parlor, on the bracket," he replied, marveling. "Why?"  

  She cried and laughed together, and bending over, kissed his cheek.  

  "I only just thought of it," she said hysterically. "Why didn't I think of it before? Why didn't you think of 
it?"  

  "Think of what?" he questioned.  

  "The other two wishes," she replied rapidly. "We've only had one."  

  "Was not that enough?" he demanded fiercely.  

  "No," she cried, triumphantly; "we'll have one more. Go down and get it quickly, and wish our boy alive 
again."  

  The man sat up in bed and flung the bedclothes from his quaking limbs. "Good God, you are mad!" he 
cried aghast.  

  "Get it," she panted; "get it quickly, and wish---- Oh, my boy, my boy!"  

  Her husband struck a match and lit the candle. "Get back to bed," he said, unsteadily. "You don't know 
what you are saying."  

  "We had the first wish granted," said the old woman, feverishly; "why not the second."  

  "A coincidence," stammered the old man.  

  "Go and get it and wish," cried the old woman, quivering with excitement.  

  The old man turned and regarded her, and his voice shook. "He has been dead ten days, and besides 
he--I would not tell you else, but--I could only recognize him by his clothing. If he was too terrible for 
you to see then, how now?"  
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  "Bring him back," cried the old woman, and dragged him toward the door. "Do you think I fear the child 
I have nursed?"  

  He went down in the darkness, and felt his way to the parlor, and then to the mantelpiece. The talisman 
was in its place, and a horrible fear that the unspoken wish might bring his mutilated son before him ere 
he could escape from the room seized upon him, and he caught his breath as he found that he had lost the 
direction of the door. His brow cold with sweat, he felt his way round the table, and groped along the wall 
until he found himself in the small passage with the unwholesome thing in his hand.  

  Even his wife's face seemed changed as he entered the room. It was white and expectant, and to his fears 
seemed to have an unnatural look upon it. He was afraid of her.  

  "Wish!" she cried, in a strong voice.  

  "It is foolish and wicked," he faltered.  

  "Wish!" repeated his wife.  

  He raised his hand. "I wish my son alive again."  

  The talisman fell to the floor, and he regarded it fearfully. Then he sank trembling into a chair as the old 
woman, with burning eyes, walked to the window and raised the blind.  

  He sat until he was chilled with the cold, glancing occasionally at the figure of the old woman peering 
through the window. The candle end, which had burnt below the rim of the china candlestick, was 
throwing pulsating shadows on the ceiling and walls, until, with a flicker larger than the rest, it expired. 
The old man, with an unspeakable sense of relief at the failure of the talisman, crept back to his bed, and a 
minute or two afterward the old woman came silently and apathetically beside him.  

  Neither spoke, but both lay silently listening to the ticking of the clock. A stair creaked, and a squeaky 
mouse scurried noisily through the wall. The darkness was oppressive, and after lying for some time 
screwing up his courage, the husband took the box of matches, and striking one, went downstairs for a 
candle.  

  At the foot of the stairs the match went out, and he paused to strike another, and at the same moment a 
knock, so quiet and stealthy as to be scarcely audible, sounded on the front door.  

  The matches fell from his hand. He stood motionless, his breath suspended until the knock was repeated. 
Then he turned and fled swiftly back to his room, and closed the door behind him. A third knock sounded 
through the house.  

  "What's that?" cried the old woman, starting up.  

  "A rat," said the old man, in shaking tones--"a rat. It passed me on the stairs."  
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  His wife sat up in bed listening. A loud knock resounded through the house.  

  "It's Herbert!" she screamed. "It's Herbert!"  

  She ran to the door, but her husband was before her, and catching her by the arm, held her tightly.  

  "What are you going to do?" he whispered hoarsely.  

  "It's my boy; it's Herbert!" she cried, struggling mechanically. "I forgot it was two miles away. What are 
you holding me for? Let go. I must open the door."  

  "For God's sake, don't let it in," cried the old man trembling.  

  "You're afraid of your own son," she cried, struggling. "Let me go. I'm coming, Herbert; I'm coming."  

  There was another knock, and another. The old woman with a sudden wrench broke free and ran from 
the room. Her husband followed to the landing, and called after her appealingly as she hurried downstairs. 
He heard the chain rattle back and the bottom bolt drawn slowly and stiffly from the socket. Then the old 
woman's voice, strained and panting.  

  "The bolt," she cried loudly. "Come down. I can't reach it."  

  But her husband was on his hands and knees groping wildly on the floor in search of the paw. If he 
could only find it before the thing outside got in. A perfect fusillade of knocks reverberated through the 
house, and he heard the scraping of a chair as his wife put it down in the passage against the door. He 
heard the creaking of the bolt as it came slowly back, and at the same moment he found the monkey's paw, 
and frantically breathed his third and last wish.  

  The knocking ceased suddenly, although the echoes of it were still in the house. He heard the chair 
drawn back and the door opened. A cold wind rushed up the staircase, and a long loud wail of 
disappointment and misery from his wife gave him courage to run down to her side, and then to the gate 
beyond. The street lamp flickering opposite shone on a quiet and deserted road.  
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 THE MONKEY'S PAW (1902) 
from The lady of the barge (1906, 6th ed.) 

London and New York 
Harper & Brothers, Publishers  

by W.W. Jacobs 

Outside, the night was cold and wet, but in the small sitting room of Laburnam Villa, the blinds were 
drawn and the fire burned brightly. Father and son were playing chess; the father’s idea of playing chess 
involved radical changes, putting his king into such sharp and unnecessary danger that it even caused the 
white-haired old lady knitting calmly by the fire to comment.  

  "Listen to the wind," said Mr. White, who, having seen that he had made a fatal mistake after it was too 
late, was good-naturedly trying to prevent his son from seeing it.  

  "I'm listening," said the son, grimly looking over the chess board as he stretched out his hand. "Check."  

  "I should hardly think that he'd come tonight," said his father, with his hand held over the board.  

  "Mate," replied the son.  

  "That's the worst of living so far out," wailed Mr. White, with sudden and unlooked-for violence; "of all 
the beastly, slushy, out-of-the-way places to live in, this is the worst. Pathway's a bog, and the road's full 
of water. I don't know what people are thinking about. I suppose because only two houses on the road are 
rented, they think it doesn't matter."  

  "Never mind, dear," said his wife soothingly; "perhaps you'll win the next one."  

  Mr. White looked up sharply, just in time to see a knowing glance between mother and son. The words 
died away on his lips, and he hid a guilty grin in his thin gray beard.  

  "There he is," said Herbert White, as the gate banged to loudly and heavy footsteps came toward the 
door.  

  The old man rose with welcoming haste, and opening the door, was heard commiserating with the new 
arrival. The new arrival also commiserated with himself, so that Mrs. White said, "Tut, tut!" and coughed 
gently as her husband entered the room, followed by a tall burly man, with beady eyes and a rosy face.  

  "Sergeant Major Morris," he said, introducing him.  

  The sergeant major shook hands, and taking the offered seat by the fire, watched contentedly while his 
host got out whisky and glasses and placed a small copper kettle on the fire.  
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  After the third glass his eyes got brighter, and he began to talk, the little family circle regarding with 
eager interest this visitor from distant parts, as he squared his broad shoulders in the chair and spoke of 
strange scenes and brave deeds of wars and plagues and strange peoples.  

  "Twenty-one years of it," said Mr. White, nodding at his wife and son. "When he went away he was a 
slip of a youth in the warehouse. Now look at him."  

  "He don't look to have taken much harm," said Mrs. White, politely.  

  "I'd like to go to India myself," said the old man, "just to look round a bit, you know."  

  "Better where you are," said the sergeant major, shaking his head. He put down the empty glass, and 
sighing softly, shook it again.  

  "I should like to see those old temples and fakirs and jugglers," said the old man. "What was that you 
started telling me the other day about a monkey's paw or something, Morris?"  

  "Nothing," said the soldier hastily. "Leastways, nothing worth hearing."  

  "Monkey's paw?" said Mrs. White curiously.  

  "Well, it's just a bit of what you might call magic, perhaps," said the sergeant-major off-handedly.  

  His three listeners leaned forward eagerly. The visitor absentmindedly put his empty glass to his lips and 
then set it down again. His host filled it for him.   

  "To look at," said the sergeant-major, fumbling in his pocket, "it's just an ordinary little paw, dried to a 
mummy."  

  He took something out of his pocket and offered it. Mrs. White drew back with a grimace, but her son, 
taking it, examined it curiously.  

  "And what is there special about it?" asked Mr. White, as he took it from his son and, having examined 
it, placed it upon the table.  

  "It had a spell put on it by an old fakir," said the sergeant major, "a very holy man. He wanted to show 
that fate ruled people's lives, and that those who interfered with it did so to their sorrow. He put a spell on 
it so that three separate men could each have three wishes from it."  

  His manner was so impressive that his listeners were aware that their light laughter had shook him up 
somewhat.  

  "Well, why don't you have three, sir?" said Herbert White cleverly.  
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  The soldier looked at him in the way that middle age people often look at rude youth. "I have," he said 
quietly, and his spotty face whitened.  

  "And did you really have the three wishes granted?" asked Mrs. White.  

  "I did," said the sergeant major, and his glass tapped against his strong teeth.  

  "And has anybody else wished?" asked the old lady.  

  "The first man had his three wishes, yes," was the reply. "I don't know what the first two were, but the 
third was for death. That's how I got the paw."  

  His voice was so serious that a hush fell upon the group.  

  "If you've had your three wishes, it's no good to you now, then, Morris," said the old man at last. "What 
do you keep it for?"  

  The soldier shook his head. "Fancy, I suppose," he said slowly.  

  "If you could have another three wishes," said the old man, looking at him eagerly, "would you have 
them?"  

  "I don't know," said the other. "I don't know."  

  He took the paw, and dangling it between his front finger and thumb, suddenly threw it on the fire. 
White, with a slight cry, bent down and snatched it off.  

  "Better let it burn," said the soldier seriously.  

  "If you don't want it, Morris," said the old man, "give it to me."  

  "I won't," said his friend stubbornly. "I threw it on the fire. If you keep it, don't blame me for what 
happens. Pitch it on the fire again, like a sensible man."  

  The other shook his head and looked at his new possession closely. "How do you do it?" he asked.  

  "Hold it up in your right hand and wish aloud,' said the sergeant-major, "but I warn you of the results."  

  "Sounds like the Arabian Nights," said Mrs. White, as she rose and began to set the supper. "Don't you 
think you might wish for four pairs of hands for me?"  

  Her husband drew the lucky charm from his pocket and then all three burst into laughter as the sergeant 
major, with a look of alarm on his face, caught him by the arm.  

  "If you must wish," he said gruffly, "wish for something practical."  



 4 

  Mr. White dropped it back into his pocket, and placing chairs, motioned his friend to the table. In the 
business of supper the lucky charm was partly forgotten, and afterward the three sat listening in 
fascination to a second chapter of the soldier's adventures in India.  

  "If the tale about the monkey paw is as true as those he has been telling us," said Herbert, as the door 
closed behind their guest, just in time for him to catch the last train, "we shouldn’t make much out of it."  

  "Did you give him anything for it, father?" inquired Mrs. White, looking at her husband closely.  

  "A little," said he, coloring slightly. "He didn't want it, but I made him take it. And he pressed me again 
to throw it away."  

  "Not likely!" said Herbert, with pretended horror. "Why, we're going to be rich, and famous, and happy. 
Wish to be an emperor, father, to begin with; then you can't be bullied by mother."  

  He ran around the table, chased by Mrs. White armed with a chair cover.  

  Mr. White took the paw from his pocket and eyed it doubtfully. "I don't know what to wish for, and 
that's a fact," he said slowly. "It seems to me I've got all I want."  

  "If you only paid off the house, you'd be quite happy, wouldn't you?" said Herbert, with his hand on his 
shoulder. "Well, wish for two hundred pounds, then; that'll just do it."  

  His father, smiling shamefacedly at his own gullibility, held up the talisman, as his son, with a solemn 
face somewhat marred by a wink at his mother, sat down at the piano and played a few impressive chords.  

  "I wish for two hundred pounds," said the old man clearly.  

  A fine crash from the piano greeted the words, interrupted by a trembling cry from the old man. His wife 
and son ran toward him.  

  "It moved, he cried, with a look of disgust at the object as it lay on the floor. "As I wished it twisted in 
my hands like a snake."  

  "Well, I don't see the money," said his son, as he picked it up and placed it on the table, "and I bet I 
never shall."  

  "It must have been your fancy, father," said his wife, looking at him nervously.  

  He shook his head. "Never mind, though; there's no harm done, but it gave me a shock all the same."  

  They sat down by the fire again while the two men finished their pipes. Outside, the wind was higher 
than ever, and the old man jumped nervously at the sound of a door banging upstairs. A silence unusual 
and gloomy settled upon all three, which lasted until the old couple rose to go to bed for the night.  
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  "I expect you'll find the cash tied up in a big bag in the middle of your bed," said Herbert, as he told 
them good-night, "and something horrible squatting up on top of the wardrobe watching you as you 
pocket your ill-gotten gains."  

  He sat alone in the darkness, gazing at the dying fire, and seeing faces in it. The last face was so horrible 
and so ape-like that he looked at it in amazement. It got so bright that, with a little nervous laugh, he felt 
on the table for a glass containing a little water to throw over it. His hand grabbed the monkey's paw, and 
with a little shiver he wiped his hand on his coat and went up to bed.  

   

II. 

IN the brightness of the wintry sun next morning as it streamed over the breakfast table Herbert laughed at 
his fears. There was an air of simple goodness about the room, which it did not have the night before, and 
the dirty, dried-up little paw was laying on the side table with neglect, as if no one held great belief in its 
abilities.  
  "I guess all old soldiers are the same," said Mrs. White. "The idea of our listening to such nonsense! 
How could wishes be granted in these days? And if they could, how could two hundred pounds hurt you, 
father?"  
  "Might drop on his head from the sky," said the playful Herbert.  
  "Morris said the things happened so naturally," said his father, "that you might think that it is a 
coincidence."  
  "Well, don't break into the money before I come back," said Herbert, as he rose from the table. "I'm 
afraid it'll turn you into a mean, greedy man, and we shall have to throw you out."  
  His mother laughed, and following him to the door, watched him walk down the road, and returning to 
the breakfast table, was laughing at her husband's gullibility. But this did not prevent her from hurrying to 
the door at the postman's knock, or prevent her from saying rude things about drunk retired sergeant 
majors when she found that the mail had brought a tailor's bill.  
  "Herbert will have some more of his funny remarks, I expect, when he comes home," she said, as they 
sat at dinner.  
  "I dare say," said Mr. White, pouring himself out some beer; "but for all that, the thing moved in my 
hand; that I'll swear to."  
  "You thought it did," said the old lady gently.  
  "I say it did," said her husband. "There was no thought about it; I had just----What's the matter?"  
  His wife did not answer. She was watching the mysterious movements of a man outside, who, looking at 
unsurely at the house, seemed to be trying to make up his mind to go in. Thinking about the two hundred 
pounds, she noticed that the stranger was well dressed and wore a glossy new silk hat. Three times the 
man stopped at the gate, and then walked on again. The fourth time he stood with his hand on it, and then 
suddenly made his decision and threw it open and walked up the path. Mrs. White at the same moment 
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placed her hands behind her, and hurriedly untied the strings of her apron and put it under the cushion of 
her chair.  
  She brought the stranger, who seemed nervous, into the room. He looked at her cautiously, and listened 
as the old lady apologized for how the room looked, and how her husband's coat looked, a coat that he 
usually only wore in the garden. She then waited as patiently as she could, for him to say why he was 
there, but he was at first strangely silent.  
  "I--was asked to come by," he said finally, and bent over and picked a piece of cotton from his trousers. 
"I come from Maw and Meggins."  
  The old lady jumped. "Is anything the matter?" she asked anxiously. "Has anything happened to Herbert? 
What is it? What is it?"  
  Her husband interrupted. "There, there, mother," he said quickly. "Sit down, and don't jump to 
conclusions. You've not brought bad news, I'm sure, sir" and he looked at the other man hopefully.  
  "I'm sorry----" began the visitor.  
  "Is he hurt?" demanded the mother.  
  "Badly hurt," the visitor said quietly, "but he is not in any pain."  
  "Oh, thank God!" said the old woman, clasping her hands. "Thank God for that! Thank----"  
  She broke off suddenly as the evil meaning of his words became clear and she saw the awful 
confirmation of her fears in the man’s turned away face. She caught her breath, and turning to her 
slower-witted husband, placed her trembling old hand on his. There was a long silence.  
  "He was caught in the machinery," said the visitor finally, in a low voice.  
  "Caught in the machinery," repeated Mr. White, with shock and confusion, "yes."  
  He sat staring out at the window, and taking his wife's hand between his own, pressed it as he used to do 
when they had dated nearly forty years before.  
  "He was the only one left to us," he said, turning gently to the visitor. "It is hard."  
  The other coughed, and rising, walked slowly to the window. "The company wished me to tell you how 
sorry they are for your great loss," he said, without looking around. "I hope that you will understand I am 
only their servant and merely obeying orders."  
  There was no reply; the old woman's face was white, her eyes staring, and her breath soft; on the 
husband's face a look that his friend the sergeant might have had during his first fight in the war.  
  "I am supposed to say that Maw and Meggins deny all responsibility," continued the other. "They say 
they don’t owe you anything, but because of your son's help to the company, they wish to give you a 
certain amount of money."  
  Mr. White dropped his wife's hand, and rising to his feet, looked with horror at his visitor. His dry lips 
shaped the words, "How much?"  
  "Two hundred pounds," was the answer.  
  Not hearing his wife's scream, the old man smiled weakly, put out his hands like a blind man, and 
fainted.  
   

III. 
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  IN the huge new cemetery, two miles away, the old couple buried their son, and came back to a house 
dark and silent house. It was all over so quickly that at first they could hardly realize it, and continued to 
wait for something else to happen--something else that would lessen the pain in their hearts.  
  But the days passed, and they became resigned--the hopeless resignation of the old, sometimes miscalled, 
unfeeling. Sometimes they hardly said a word to each other, because now they had nothing to talk about, 
and their days were long and tired.  
  It was about a week after that that the old man, waking suddenly in the night, stretched out his hand and 
found himself alone. The room was in darkness, and the sound of quiet weeping came from the window. 
He raised himself in bed and listened.  
  "Come back," he said gently. "You will be cold."  
  "It is colder for my son," said the old woman, and cried harder.  
  The sound of her crying faded from his ears. The bed was warm, and his eyes heavy with sleep. He 
dozed restlessly, and then slept until a sudden wild cry from his wife woke him with a start.  
  "The paw!" she cried wildly. "The monkey's paw!"  
  He sat up in alarm. "Where? Where is it? What's the matter?"  
  She came stumbling across the room toward him. "I want it," she said quietly. "You've not destroyed it?"  
  "It's in the living room, on the shelf," he said, amazed. "Why?"  
  She cried and laughed together, and bending over, kissed his cheek.  
  "I only just thought of it," she said hysterically. "Why didn't I think of it before? Why didn't you think of 
it?"  
  "Think of what?" he questioned.  
  "The other two wishes," she replied quickly. "We've only had one."  
  "Was not that enough?" he demanded fiercely.  
  "No," she cried, happily; "we have one more. Go down and get it quickly, and wish our boy alive again."  
  The man sat up in bed and threw the blankets off his shaking legs. "Good God, you are mad!" he cried 
horrified.  
  "Get it," she panted; "get it quickly, and wish---- Oh, my boy, my boy!"  
  Her husband struck a match and lit the candle. "Get back to bed," he said, shakily. "You don't know 
what you are saying."  
  "We had the first wish granted," said the old woman, excitedly; "why not the second."  
  "A coincidence," stammered the old man.  
  "Go and get it and wish," cried the old woman, shaking with excitement.  
  The old man turned and looked her, and his voice shook. "He has been dead ten days, and besides he--I 
did not tell you this before, but--I could only recognize him by his clothing. If he was too terrible for you 
to see then, how would he look now?"  
  "Bring him back," cried the old woman, and dragged him toward the door. "Do you think I am afraid of 
the child I have brought up ?" a 
  He went down in the darkness, and felt his way to the living room, and then to the shelf. The lucky 
charm was still there, and a horrible fear that the unspoken wish might bring back his badly hurt son 
before he could escape from the room took control of him, and he caught his breath as he found that he 
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had lost the direction of the door. His forehead cold with sweat, he felt his way around the table, and felt 
along the wall until he found himself in the small hallway with the nasty thing in his hand.  
  Even his wife's face seemed changed as he entered the room. It was white and hopeful, and to his fears 
seemed to have an unnatural look on it. He was afraid of her.  
  "Wish!" she cried, in a strong voice.  
  "It is foolish and wicked," he said weakly.  
  "Wish!" repeated his wife.  
  He raised his hand. "I wish my son alive again."  
  The lucky charm fell to the floor, and he looked at it with fear. Then he sat shaking in a chair as the old 
woman walked to the window and raised the blinds.  
  He sat until he was chilled with the cold, looking every once in a while at the old woman peeking 
through the window. The candle, which had burned low, was throwing shadows on the ceiling and walls, 
until, with a flicker larger than the rest, it went out. The old man, with a large sense of relief at the failure 
of the lucky charm, went back to bed, and a minute or two later the old woman lay down silently and 
sadly beside him.  
  Neither spoke, but both lay silently listening to the ticking of the clock. A stair creaked, and a squeaky 
mouse hurried noisily through the wall. The darkness was terrible, and after lying for some time working 
up his courage, the husband took the box of matches, and lighting one, went downstairs for a candle.   
  At the foot of the stairs the match went out, and he stopped to light another, and at the same moment a 
knock, so quiet and sneaky it could hardly be heard, sounded on the front door.  
  The matches fell from his hand. He stood motionless, holding his breath until the knock was repeated. 
Then he turned and ran quickly back to his room, and closed the door behind him. A third knock sounded 
through the house.  
  "What's that?" cried the old woman, starting up.  
  "A rat," said the old man, his voice shaking--"a rat. It passed me on the stairs."  
  His wife sat up in bed listening. A loud knock could be heard through the house.  
  "It's Herbert!" she screamed. "It's Herbert!"  
  She ran to the door, but her husband was before her, and catching her by the arm, held her tightly.  
  "What are you going to do?" he whispered roughly.  
  "It's my boy; it's Herbert!" she cried, struggling. "I forgot it was two miles away. What are you holding 
me for? Let go. I must open the door."  
  "For God's sake, don't let it in," cried the old man shaking.  
  "You're afraid of your own son," she cried, struggling. "Let me go. I'm coming, Herbert; I'm coming."  
  There was another knock, and another. The old woman with a sudden jerk broke free and ran from the 
room. Her husband followed and called after her, begging, as she hurried downstairs. He heard the chain 
rattle back and the bolt of the bottom lock pulled slowly and stiffly open. Then the old woman's voice, 
strained and panting.  
  "The top bolt," she cried loudly. "Come down. I can't reach it."  
  But her husband was on his hands and knees feeling wildly on the floor in search of the paw. If he could 
only find it before the thing outside got in. More knocks sounded through the house, and he heard the 
scraping of a chair as his wife pulled it down in the hall to the door. He heard the creaking of the top bolt 
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as it came slowly back, and at the same moment he found the monkey's paw, and wildly said his third and 
last wish.  
  The knocking stopped suddenly, although the echoes of it were still in the house. He heard the chair 
pulled back and the door opened. A cold wind rushed up the staircase, and a long loud scream of 
disappointment and sadness from his wife gave him courage to run down to her side, and then to the gate 
beyond. The street lamp flickering opposite shone on a quiet and deserted road.  
 



Name: ______________________________ 

Is the Paw Cursed? 
Prove It! 

 
Directions:  Find three direct quotes in the story that proves the paw is cursed.  
For each quote, explain why you think this proves the paw is cursed. 
 
Quote 1:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quote 2:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Quote 3:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Explanation:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________________ 

Critical Thinking: The Monkey’s Paw
Directions: Answer each question in complete sentences. 

1. Is Sergeant Major Morris an honest and trustworthy character? Support your answer with details from the story.

2. Why does the sergeant-major seem upset about the White’s attitude toward the monkey’s paw?

3. Why does Mr. White rescue the monkey’s paw from the fire? (Why don’t the Whites heed Morris’s warnings?)

4. What does the paw do immediately after the first wish?  What can you infer from this?

5. Mr. White says having his first wish granted was a coincidence. Do you think he really believes this? Why or why
not?

8. What would have happened if Mr. White had not made his final wish before Mrs. White opened the door?

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
6. What are some examples of suspense in the story? List at least two. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________
7. Is Mr. White right to make his final wish?
____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________



Name: ____________________________    Date: ______________________________ 
 

Irony Practice 
 

Choose whether the example is Verbal, Dramatic or Situational irony. 
 

1. A fire station that burns down. 
 
 

2. In Frozen, the audience is aware that Elsa has powers that are hard to control. Her sister 
Anna does not know about these powers and thinks of Elsa as standoffish and cold. 

 
 

3. Someone breaks into a police station. 
 
 

4. Entering a friend’s messy room and saying “nice place you have here.” 
 
 

5. In the TV show Smallville, Clark Kent comments that in the future he does not want to put 
on a suit and fly around but the audience knows he will. 

 
 

6. Stating during a thunderstorm, “beautiful weather we’re having.”  
 
 

7. In the movie Toy Story, Buzz Lightyear thinks he is a real space ranger but the other toys 
and the audience knows that he is just a toy. 

 
 

8. Someone telling the loser of a race “You should try out for the Olympics!”  
 
 

9. Winner of a spelling bee failing a spelling test. 
 
 

10. In Star Wars, Luke does not know Darth Vader is his father until Episode V, but the 
audience knows sooner. 

 



ELA TEKS  
The Monkey’s Paw 
Grade 7, Grade 8, Grade 9 
 
 

§110.23.	English	Language	Arts	and	Reading,	Grade	7		
B.5.B generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information; 
B.5.C make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures; 
B.5.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; 
B.5.G evaluate details read to determine key ideas; 
B.5.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and 
B.5.I monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using background 
knowledge, asking questions, and annotating when understanding breaks down. 
B.6.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response; 
B.6.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate; 
B.6.G discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text; 
B.7.A infer multiple themes within and across texts using text evidence; 
B.7.C analyze plot elements, including rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and non-
linear elements such as flashback; and 
B.9.A explain the author's purpose and message within a text; 
B.10.B develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
B.10.B i organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, 
coherence within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion; and 
B.10.B ii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts and details; 
B.10.C revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety; 
B.10.D edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
B.10.D.i complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and avoidance of splices, run-
ons, and fragments; 
B.10.D.ii consistent, appropriate use of verb tenses; 
B.10.D.iii conjunctive adverbs; 
B.10.D.iv prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb agreement; 
B.10.D.v pronouns, including relative; 
B.10.D.vi subordinating conjunctions to form complex sentences and correlative conjunctions 
such as either/or and neither/nor; 
B.10.D.vii capitalization of proper nouns, including abbreviations, initials, acronyms, and 
organizations; 
B.10.D.viii punctuation marks, including commas in complex sentences, transitions, and 
introductory; and 
B.10.D.ix correct spelling, including commonly confused terms such as its/it's, affect/effect, 
there/their/they're, and to/two/too; and 
B.10.E publish written work for appropriate audiences. 



B.11.A compose literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft. 
 
 

§110.24.	English	Language	Arts	and	Reading,	Grade	8	
B.5.B generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information; 
B5.C make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures; 
B.5.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; 
B.5.G evaluate details read to determine key ideas; 
B.5.H synthesize information to create new understanding; and 
B.5.I monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using background 
knowledge, asking questions, and annotating when understanding breaks down. 
B.6.B write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing sources 
within and across genres; 
B.6.C use text evidence to support an appropriate response; 
B.6.F respond using newly acquired vocabulary as appropriate; 
B.6.G discuss and write about the explicit or implicit meanings of text; 
B.7.A infer multiple themes within and across texts using text evidence; 
B.7.C analyze plot elements, including rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and non-
linear elements such as flashback; and 
B.9.A explain the author's purpose and message within a text; 
B.10.A plan a first draft by selecting a genre appropriate for a particular topic, purpose, and 
audience using a range of strategies such as discussion, background reading, and personal 
interests; 
B.10.B develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing by: 
B.10.B i organizing with purposeful structure, including an introduction, transitions, 
coherence within and across paragraphs, and a conclusion; and 
B.10.B ii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific facts and details; 
B.10.C revise drafts for clarity, development, organization, style, word choice, and sentence 
variety; 
B.10.D edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
B.10.Di complete complex sentences with subject-verb agreement and avoidance of splices, run-
ons, and fragments; 
B10.Dii consistent, appropriate use of verb tenses; 
B10.Diii conjunctive adverbs; 
B10.Div prepositions and prepositional phrases and their influence on subject-verb agreement; 
B10.Dv pronouns, including relative; 
B10.Dvi subordinating conjunctions to form complex sentences and correlative conjunctions 
such as either/or and neither/nor; 
B10.Dvii capitalization of proper nouns, including abbreviations, initials, acronyms, and 
organizations; 
B10.Dviii punctuation marks, including commas in complex sentences, transitions, and 
introductory elements; and 



B10.Dix correct spelling, including commonly confused terms such as its/it's, affect/effect, 
there/their/they're, and to/two/too; and 
B.10.E publish written work for appropriate audiences. 
B11.A compose literary texts such as personal narratives, fiction, and poetry using genre 
characteristics and craft. 
 
 

§110.36.	English	Language	Arts	and	Reading,	English	I		
B.4.A establish purpose for reading assigned and self-selected texts; 
B.4.B generate questions about text before, during, and after reading to deepen understanding 
and gain information; 
B.4.C make and correct or confirm predictions using text features, characteristics of genre, and 
structures; 
B.4.F make inferences and use evidence to support understanding; 
B.4.G evaluate details read to determine key ideas; 
B.4.I monitor comprehension and make adjustments such as re-reading, using background 
knowledge, asking questions, and annotating when understanding breaks down. 
B.5 Response skills: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts. The 
student responds to an increasingly challenging variety of sources that are read, heard, or viewed. 
The student is expected to: 
B.5.B write responses that demonstrate understanding of texts, including comparing texts within 
and across genres; 
B.5.C use text evidence and original commentary to support a comprehensive response; 
B.5.F respond using acquired content and academic vocabulary as appropriate; 
B.5.H respond orally or in writing with appropriate register, vocabulary, tone, and voice; 
B.6 Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
literary elements. The student recognizes and analyzes literary elements within and across 
increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and diverse literary texts. The student 
is expected to: 
B.6.A analyze how themes are developed through characterization and plot in a variety of 
literary texts; 
B.6.C analyze non-linear plot development such as flashbacks, foreshadowing, subplots, and 
parallel plot structures and compare it to linear plot development; and 
B.7 Multiple genres: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--
genres. The student recognizes and analyzes genre-specific characteristics, structures, and 
purposes within and across increasingly complex traditional, contemporary, classical, and 
diverse texts. The student is expected to: 
B.7.A read and respond to American, British, and world literature; 
B.7.C analyze the function of dramatic conventions such as asides, soliloquies, dramatic irony, 
and satire; 
B.9 Composition: listening, speaking, reading, writing, and thinking using multiple texts--writing 
process. The student uses the writing process recursively to compose multiple texts that are 
legible and use appropriate conventions. The student is expected to: 
B.9.A plan a piece of writing appropriate for various purposes and audiences by generating ideas 
through a range of strategies such as brainstorming, journaling, reading, or discussing; 



B.9.B develop drafts into a focused, structured, and coherent piece of writing in timed and open-
ended situations by: 
B.9.Bi using an organizing structure appropriate to purpose, audience, topic, and context; and 
B.9.Bii developing an engaging idea reflecting depth of thought with specific details, examples, 
and commentary; 
B.9.C revise drafts to improve clarity, development, organization, style, diction, and sentence 
effectiveness, including use of parallel constructions and placement of phrases and dependent 
clauses; 
B.9.D edit drafts using standard English conventions, including: 
B.9.Di a variety of complete, controlled sentences and avoidance of unintentional splices, run-
ons, and fragments; 
B.9.Dii consistent, appropriate use of verb tense and active and passive voice; 
B.9.Diii pronoun-antecedent agreement; 
B.9.Div correct capitalization; 
B.9.Dv punctuation, including commas, semicolons, colons, and dashes to set off phrases and 
clauses as appropriate; and 
B.9.D vi correct spelling; and 
B.9.E publish written work for appropriate audiences. 
B.10.A compose literary texts such as fiction and poetry using genre characteristics and craft. 
 



 Teaching Theme with Stone Soup 
 
Grade Level:  Middle-High School 
 
Access Stone Soup in ASL or read it here online. 
 
Allow time for students to read the book or watch the video and then separate students into 
groups. 
 
Ask the students: 
What is the writer of the book trying to teach us? 
The students will probably come up with the familiar: be generous, be friendly, trust one 
another, share with those who have less, work together, help each other,  etc. 
 
Encourage them to dig deep and use their imaginations. (Note: you will want a list that is at 
least one item longer than the number of student groups.) 
 
Write all their answers on the board. 
 
Turning Topics into Themes 
Now, at this point, students have really just listed topics.  So choose one from the list to model 
how to correctly write the theme.  
 
Write on the board: 
“The author is trying to teach the reader  ____________________________________.” 
 
Then choose one of the topics, for instance, “to be generous.” 
 
Fill in the blank with “to be responsible”: 
 
“The author is trying to teach the reader to be generous.” 
 
Explain that the theme should not just tell the reader “what,” it should also tell the reader 
“why.”  
 
Ask the students  
What did you learn from the book about why people should be generous? 
 
You might get an answer like:  If you’re not generous, you will be unhappy. 
 
So you can write: 
“The author is trying to teach the reader to be generous so you will be happy.”  
 
You can continue to tweak this until you have something like:  

https://www.texasdeafed.org/Page/1043
https://thirdgraderms.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/unit3-johnnyappleseedpgs25to30.pdf


“The author is trying to teach the reader that happiness can be found through generosity.” 
 
Next, cross out the words “The author is trying to teach the reader that” and capitalize the H in 
Happiness:  
 
“Happiness can be found in generosity.” 
 
Now you have the theme.  Have students give you examples from the text that support this 
theme and write those under the theme. 
 
More Themes 
 
Explain to students that stories can have more than one theme.  Assign groups of students one 
of the topics they came up with to write a theme statement.  Give them several minutes to 
perfect their statements. Remind students to explain the “why” and encourage them to write 
the theme in different ways and then choose the best one.  
 
Once their statements are complete, have them pass their statements to another group.  That 
group reads the statement, then finds textual evidence to support the statement.  
 
Post the statements in the classroom and have students do a gallery walk to read everyone’s 
theme statements. 
 
This is a good group activity, and it also gives students examples of how other students have 
written the theme statement. 
 
Digital Alternative:  Have students copy their theme statements and supporting text to a Padlet 
board. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

https://padlet.com/
https://padlet.com/


“The Monkeyʼs Paw” Pre-Reading Worksheet 
 
1. Name of story: _______________________________________________________ 
2. Name of author? _______________________________________________________ 

3. Based on the title, what do you and/or your group think the story is about?  Use your 
imagination!  Write a 3-sentence summary of what you think the story will be about.  

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________  

4. Name three objects that you and/or your group considers to be good luck. 
1. _______________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________ 

5. Name three objects that you and/or your group considers to be bad luck. 
1. _______________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________ 
3. _______________________________________________________ 

 
6. Do the members of your group believe in good and bad luck? How many believe? How many 

don’t? How many are unsure? 
Believe: ____          Don’t believe: ____          Unsure: ____ 

7. Does anyone in the group carry an object that he/she considers good luck?  If so, show it to 
the group and name it here: 

_______________________________________________________ 
8. If you had three wishes, what would they be? 

Group member 1: 
1. _______________________________________________________ 

2. _______________________________________________________ 

3. _______________________________________________________ 

 
 



Group member 2: 

1. _______________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

Group member 3: 

1. _______________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

Group member 4: 
1. _______________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________

9. What might be a negative result of any of those wishes coming true? Choose one of the
groups' wishes and brainstorm the negative effects of that wish.  Write your answer here:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 



Name: __________________________________   Date: _______________ 
 

Writing and Supporting Theme Statements  
 

Fill in the blank:  

 
The author is trying to teach the reader ____________________________________________. 
 
Remember to include what the author is trying to teach the reader and why the 
author is trying to teach this.  
 
Cross out the words “The author is trying to teach the reader” and capitalize your 
first word - now you have your theme! Change the wording around so that you have 
a strong statement: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Find at least three examples from the book that support your theme.  
 
First example: _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Found on page: _________________ 
 
Second example: __________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Found on page: _________________ 
 

Third example: ____________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Found on page: _________________ 



 
 

slip of a youth 

coincidence 

fakir 

granted 

ill-gotten 



jump to 
conclusions 

resigned 

deny all 
responsibility 

talisman 



pounds 

wailed 

bog 

commiserating 

burly 

 



 

 



amiable	
antimacassar	

apathy	
apparel	

appealingly	



at	the	
expense	of	
attribute	
audible	

avaricious	



betokened	
bibulous	
broach	

coincidence	
condoled	



credulity	
desirous	
disown	
doggedly	
doughty	



dubiously	
enthralled	

fakir	
fancy	

frivolous	



fusillade	
ill-gotten	
jarred	

maligned	
marred	



placidly	
presumptuous	

proffered	
prosaic	

resignation	



resolution	
resounded	

reverberated	
rubicund	
scarcely	



scurrying	
shamefacedly	
shudderingly	
talisman	

	

	



The Monkey's Paw
Write the correct word in the blank and then circle it in the puzzle.

_______________  Having accepted something unpleasant that one cannot do anything about.
_______________  Cried and screamed
_______________  Wet muddy ground
_______________  Jump to _______; make a hasty decision before learning all the facts.
_______________  Feel sympathy or pity for someone
_______________  Deny all _______; refuse to take the blame for something bad that happened 
_______________  When two or more events at one time in a surprising fashion
_______________  Acquired by dishonest, improper, or evil means
_______________  Given
_______________  A Muslim or Hindu religious person or monk
_______________  A slip of a _______; a small, thin, young man or woman
_______________  A form of money used in England
_______________  A good or bad luck charm 
_______________  Muscular and athletic

NAME:__________________

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/
http://www.youngscientistchallenge.com/
http://facebook.com/discoveryed
http://www.discoveryeducation.com/


Name: ___________________________________________ Date: ___________________

The Monkey's Paw

reverberated  fusillade  appealingly  resounded  audible  scarcely  apathy  resignation
broach  apparel  resolution  bibulous  scurrying  disown  avaricious  coincidence

attribute  frivolous  betokened  prosaic  ill gotten  marred  credulity  shamefacedly
dubiously  antimacassar  maligned  enthralled  talisman  doggedly  fancy  presumptuous

jarred  fakir  doughty  proffered  rubicund  condoled  desirous  amiably  placidly

B X J A F Q M E E N W J A I N T R T I S J Q Z W
K P Z E R V A U M A R R E D O O M R U J Q B G J
U A R N I L L R A Z N H P F I Y T I L U D E R C
S N K T V M I T U F Y V D F T D E F I F A N C Y
U T W H O M G V E J O E U M U L C L X Q N P D R
O I N R L S N M O R L S A C L E N Z Q P C I U G
U M A A O Z E T G O I V E E O J E A P K P S B K
T A M L U Y D V D L Y M L S S C D G I C R H I W
P C S L S T T N L Y D S B U E I I V Z W E A O E
M A I E Z N O A T Q O K I O R A C D R J S M U A
U S L D R C D P C A G D D L X S N N D S I E S P
S S A N E E W R Q T G H U U Y O I U J Q G F L P
E A T Y S F G O Z T E C A B L R O C N R N A Y E
R R C S O P I F D R D A P I D P C I E I A C D A
P E E U U X Z F D I L O F B I D T B T L T E E L
D S O O N Z C E M B Y R J L C I S U T E I D N I
I C S I D M X R H U O B U G A S C R O R O L E N
N U U C E V P E Q T E X B D L O A V G A N Y K G
G R O I D Y P D Z E U Z M L P W R J L P N I O L
C R R R O Y H T A P A U J P K N C N L P F D T Y
C Y I A Z C J V F D O U G H T Y E P I A H I E R
W I S V M Y R I K A F V R J T S L B T H I P B K
A N E A D E R R A J R C H G B T Y Y K X T E E G
N G D A M I A B L Y R E V E R B E R A T E D M P



The Monkey's Paw

Across
2. having accepted something unpleasant that one cannot do anything about.
4. Cried and screamed
5. wet muddy ground
10. jump to _______; make a hasty decision before learning all the facts.
11. feel sympathy or pity for someone
13. Deny all _______; refuse to take the blame for something bad that happened
Down
1. when two or more events at one time in a surprising fashion
3. acquired by dishonest, improper, or evil means
6. given
7. a Muslim or Hindu religious person or monk
8. a slip of a _______.a small, thin, young man or woman
9. a form of money used in England
12. a good or bad luck charm
14. muscular and athletic

NAME:__________________

http://www.discoveryeducation.com/




Creative Writing Assignment 
“The Monkey’s Paw” 

 
Directions: Choose one of the following prompts for your assignment. You may not write less 
than one page or more than 3 pages.  
 

● Plan your story first by brainstorming your ideas.  
● Your story should have an exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 

Use the plot structure diagram to map out your story. 
● Remember to describe your characters and use dialogue to carry your story through. Use 

the character map handout to plan each of your major characters. 
 
1. Offshoot: Write your own humorous or scary story using the “three wishes” topic.  Your 
character may or may not “wish for something sensible” and might even “spend the last wish 
undoing the work of the other two.” You must decide your character’s fate!  Be sure to include 
strong instances of foreshadowing and irony.  Be sure that the theme is clear to the reader.     
 
2. Alternate Ending: Write an alternate, more conclusive ending to “The Monkey’s Paw.”  At the 
end of “The Monkey’s Paw,” Jacobs leaves the reader hanging.  What was Mr. White’s third 
wish?   What happens to Herbert White?  You can answer all of these questions and more!  Be 
sure to include strong instances of foreshadowing and irony (which may tie back to the original 
story).  Be sure that the theme is clear to the reader.     
 
3.  Prequel: Write a prequel to “The Monkey’s Paw.” Tell the story of what happened to 
Sergeant-Major Morris, or tell the story of the first owner of the paw.  Be sure to include strong 
instances of foreshadowing and irony.  Be sure that the theme is clear to the reader.    
 
 



Creative Writing: The Monkey's Paw 

Teacher Name:  ________________________________________

Student Name:     ________________________________________

CATEGORY 4 3 2 1
Requirements The story follows a 

logical theme and 
included strong 
examples of 
foreshadowing and 
irony.

The story follows a 
logical theme and 
included 
foreshadowing and 
irony.

The story follows a 
logical theme, but 
student struggled to 
include 
foreshadowing and 
irony.

The story reflects 
little or no 
knowledge of 
theme, 
foreshadowing, or 
irony.

Organization The story is very well 
organized with all 
parts of the plot:  
exposition, rising 
action, climax, falling 
action, and 
resolution. 

The story is pretty 
well organized but 
one of the parts of 
the plot is not clear.

The story is a little 
hard to follow. More 
than one of the 
parts of the plot is 
not clear.

Ideas and scenes
seem to be randomly
arranged.

Creativity The story contains 
many creative 
details and/or 
descriptions that 
contribute to the 
reader's enjoyment. 
The author used a 
great amount of 
imagination.

The story contains a 
few creative details 
and/or descriptions 
that contribute to the 
reader's enjoyment. 
The author has 
used a good amount 
of imagination.

The story contains a 
few creative details 
and/or descriptions, 
but they distract 
from the story. The 
author has tried to 
use imagination.

There is little
evidence of creativity
in the story. The
author does not
seem to have used
much imagination.

Writing Process Student devotes a
lot of time and effort
to the writing
process (prewriting,
drafting, reviewing,
and editing). Works
hard to make the
story wonderful.

Student devotes
sufficient time and
effort to the writing
process (prewriting,
drafting, reviewing,
and editing). Works
and gets the job
done.

Student devotes
some time and effort
to the writing
process but was not
very thorough. Does
enough to get by.

Student devotes little
time and effort to the
writing process.
Doesn't seem to
care.

Word Choice • Precise, vivid, 
natural language; 
striking, fresh 
phrases.
• Powerful, stunning 
verbs. Many strong 
verbs and quality 
adjectives.

• Precise, vivid,
natural language;
striking, fresh
phrases.
• Most
paragraphs have
more than one
strong verb.

• Functional, clear
language; some
promising moments.
• Most paragraphs
have strong verbs,
quality adjectives,
and sparkling
adverbs.

• Moments of
imprecision; now and
then a "gem".
• Missing at least one
strong verb, quality
adjective or "ly" word
per paragraph.





Creative Writing Brainstorming
Which of the following will you choose to do? 

Write my own story using the "three wishes" topic.

Write an alternate ending to show what Mr. White really wished for as his third wish and 
what happened after.

Write a prequel telling the story of Sergeant Major Morris or the original owner of the paw. 

Think of three different story ideas.  Write one or two sentences about each idea, or draw out 
your ideas using simple shapes and stick figures.

Idea #1

Idea #2

Idea #3



CharacterPhysical Appearance

Personality Changes Over Time

Relationship to Others

Memorable Quotes



Exposition

Ri
sin
g A
ct
io
n

Resolution

Falling Action

Climax

Plot Structure: 
Describe each part of your plot structure.



First Draft 

Story Idea in 1-2 sentences:_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Characters: _______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Setting: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

First Draft: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________



First Draft continued: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________



Peer Editing 
 
 
Pair off with another student and exchange stories.  Or ask someone in your family to 
read your story and answer the questions. 
 

Questions for the Reader Advice to the Writer 
Does the first paragraph inspire you to 
read the story? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Are the characters believable? 
 

 
 
 
 

Is there information that didn’t add to the 
story or was just “extra”? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Does the story have an interesting 
climax? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Did the writer build toward the climax or 
does it “just happen”? 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Is the ending interesting/ unexpected? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Was there anything confusing about the 
story? What needs to be added or 
cleared up?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Creative Writing:  
The Monkey's Paw Rubric Check 

 
Writer’s Name: ________________________________________  
Rubric Checker’s Name:  ________________________________________ 
 
Writer’s Instructions:  

1. Write your name above.  
2. Give your story and this form to another student. 
3. Ask the student to read your story and complete this worksheet.  

 
Rubric Checker’s Instructions:  

1. Write your name in the space above.  
2. Read the story.  
3. Answer the questions beneath each of the rubric categories below. 

 
Rubric Category: Requirements  
(The story follows a logical theme and included strong examples of foreshadowing and irony.) 

1. What do you think the theme of the story is? 
________________________________________________________________ 

2. Did you recognize any examples of foreshadowing and irony? You may have the writer point 
them out to you. 

a. Number of foreshadowing examples: ________ 
b. Number of irony examples: ________ 

 
Rubric Category: Organization  
(The story is very well organized with all parts of the plot: exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.) 

Summarize the parts of the plot in one sentence: 
 

1. Exposition:__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Rising action:________________________________________________________________ 

3. Climax:_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. Falling action:________________________________________________________________ 

5. Resolution:__________________________________________________________________ 

Rubric Category: Creativity  
(The story contains many creative details and/or descriptions that contribute to the reader's enjoyment. The author used a great amount of imagination.) 

What did you enjoy most about the story? ______________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 
 
Rubric Category: Writing Process  
(Student devotes a lot of time and effort to the writing process (prewriting, drafting, reviewing, and editing). Works hard to make the story wonderful.)  

Place a check next to the items the writer shows you have been completed: 
_____Brainstorming Worksheet 
_____Story Arc Worksheet or Storyboard 
_____First Draft 
_____Character Map 
_____Peer Editing Worksheet 

 
 
 
Rubric Category: Word Choice 
(Precise, vivid, natural language; striking, fresh phrases. Powerful, stunning verbs. Many strong verbs and quality adjectives.) 

Choose three examples of strong verbs and write them here: 
1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

Choose three examples of quality adjectives and write them here: 
1. _________________________ 

2. _________________________ 

3. _________________________ 

 



Final Draft 

Title:_________________________________________________________________________   

Final Draft: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

Name: _______________________________________________



Final Draft continued: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 



Final Draft continued: 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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